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House of Burgess: Trump 
impersonated publicists 


He did it repeatedly and admitted it under 
oath 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


I promised myself I was going to take a break from writing about Donald 
Trump. I had all sorts of alternate ideas. But on Friday, I read the following 
story by The Washington Post’s Marc Fisher and Will Hobson, and those 


intentions were instantly rendered so much dust in the wind. 


“In 1991, Sue Carswell, a reporter at People magazine, called Trump’s 


office seeking an interview with the developer,” they wrote. “She had just 


been assigned to cover the soap opera surrounding the end of Trump’s 12- 
year marriage to Ivana, his budding relationship with the model Marla 
Maples and his rumored affairs with any number of celebrities who 
regularly appeared on the gossip pages of the New York newspapers. 
Within five minutes, Carswell got a return call from Trump’s publicist, a 
man named John Miller, who immediately jumped into a startlingly frank 
and detailed explanation of why Trump dumped Maples for the Italian 


model Carla Bruni.” 


A recording of the phone interview with this “John Miller” character came 
to light last week after it was provided to the paper by an anonymous 
source. As it turns out, there never was a “John Miller.” (Or “John Barron,” 
as this mysterious man was previously referred to in other publications.) 
Both were Trump the whole time. In addition to peppering his speech with 
well-known Trumpisms in the recording (such as ending a sentence with the 
phrase, “that I can tell you”), “Miller” slips up and refers to Trump as “I” 
instead of “he” at one point. “I think it’s somebody that — you know, she’s 
beautiful. I saw her once, quickly, and beautiful,” said “Miller” about Bruni, 


before pivoting back to third person. 


When queried about “Miller,” Trump hung up. 


“Friday afternoon, Post reporters who were 44 minutes into a phone 
interview with Trump about his finances asked him a question about Miller: 


‘Did you ever employ someone named John Miller as a spokesperson?’ The 


phone went silent, then dead,” wrote Fisher and Hobson. “When the 
reporters called back and reached Trump’s secretary, she said, ‘I heard you 


got disconnected. He can’t take the call now. I don’t know what happened.’” 


Earlier that day, Trump phoned in to NBC’s “Today” and pled ignorance 


before claiming it to be the work of mysterious, sound-alike grifters. 


“I don’t know anything about it,” said Trump. “You're telling me about it for 
the first time and it doesn’t sound like my voice at all. I have many, many 
people that are trying to imitate my voice and then you can imagine that, 
and this sounds like one of the scams, one of the many scams — doesn’t 
sound like me. ... It was not me on the phone. And it doesn’t sound like me 


on the phone, I will tell you that, and it was not me on the phone.” 


Current denials and stone-walling aside, Trump has already admitted to this 


practice in court. 


“Remarkably, Trump kept up the charade for a full decade, as reporters 
unwittingly quoted Barron as if he were a real person,” reported The Post’s 
Callum Borchers March 21. “Trump might have gotten away with his ruse 
even longer if not for a lawsuit in which he testified, under oath in 1990, 
that ‘I believe on occasion I used that name.’ ... Trump biographer Michael 
D’Antonio wrote in his 2015 book, ‘Never Enough: Donald Trump and the 


Pursuit of Excellence,’ that the business magnate borrowed the phony- 


spokesman trick from his father, Fred Trump, who sometimes posed as a 


‘Mr. Green.’” 


This is deeply strange behavior. (Although, I do like to picture Trump 
wearing some sort of comically large false mustache when he was making 
these fake calls.) Imagine any other adult attempting something like this. 


Do you think anyone would ever take them seriously again? 


It’s going to be a long six months until Election Day. As long as a significant 
segment of this country continues to think Trump should be the most 
powerful person in the world, I guess this is the incredibly bizarre person 


we'll all mostly be talking and thinking and writing about until then. 


Any further questions may be directed to my publicist, Ron Gurgess. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


